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Salvador Dalí was born May 11th 1904, in Figueras, Spain. He is considered the master of Surrealist
painting, influential for his explorations of subconscious imagery.

As an art student, Dalí assimilated a number of artistic styles and displayed unusual technical facility
as a painter. It was not until the late 1920s, however, that two events brought about the development
of his mature artistic style: his discovery of Sigmund Freud’s writings on the significance of
subconscious imagery and his affiliation with the Paris Surrealists, a group of artists and writers who
sought to establish the “greater reality” of the human subconscious over reason. To bring up images
from his subconscious mind, Dalí began to self-induce hallucinatory states via a process he described
as “paranoiac critical.”

Salvador Dali



Once Dalí hit on his unique artistic process and method, his painting style matured rapidly, and from
1929 to 1937 he produced the paintings which made him the world’s best-known Surrealist artist. He
depicted a dreamworld in which commonplace objects are juxtaposed, deformed, or otherwise
metamorphosed in a bizarre and irrational fashion. Dalí portrayed those objects in meticulous, 
 painfully realistic detail within bleak sunlit landscapes reminiscent of his Catalonian homeland. 



In the late 1930s Dalí switched to painting in a more academic style influenced by the Renaissance
painter Raphael. His ambivalent political views during the rise of fascism alienated his Surrealist
colleagues, and he was eventually expelled from the group. Thereafter, he spent much of his time
designing theatre sets, interiors, and jewelry all while exhibiting his genius for flamboyant self-
promotion in the United States, where he lived from 1940 to 1955. From 1950 to 1970, Dalí painted many
works with religious themes, though he continued to explore other subjects, to represent childhood
memories, as well as his beloved wife, Gala. 

It was late in his life that Dali became inspired by the story of the Jewish People and visions of the Bible.



ALIYAH : THE REBIRTH OF ISRAEL
PORTFOLIO #1  OF 250
25 IMAGES BY SALVADOR DALI
NEW YORK | SHOREWOOD PUBLISHERS | 1968
69 x 52cm; In Very Good Condition

Published in 1968 to commemorate the 20th anniversary of
Israel's independence, Dali's 'Aliyah : The Rebirth of Israel'
dramatically portrays via stunning imagery the history of the
Jewish People's return to their Homeland.

Curio Auctions is proud to offer for sale Portfolio #1 of 250,
the most important set of Dali's Aliyah. The portfolio includes
the full suite of 25 original color lithographs printed on
Arches paper, each  hand-signed by Dali and numbered in
pencil, an introduction by David Ben-Gurion, title, text and
justification pages, all contained in the original linen-covered
portfolio box with cover image.

This is truly a museum-worthy historic and artistic treasure.
Many of the remaining portfolios are featured in collections
of major institutions; but there exists only one Portfolio #1.



"Arise, Barak, and Lead..."
"The Land Come to Life..."
"Victory: a Song of Thanksgiving"
"The Battle of the Jerusalem Hills"
"The Land of Milk and Honey"
"Let Them Have Dominion..."
"On the Shores of Freedom..."
"The Pioneers of Israel..."
"Return, O Virgin of Israel..."
"We Shall Go Up at Once..."
"A Voice is Heard in Ramah..."
"Covenant: Eternal Circumcision"
"I Have Set Before Thee Life and Death..."
"The Land at the Start of Jewish Settlement..." 

"Aliyah"
"The Wailing Wall"

"Orah, Horah..."
"Hatikvah..."

"Out of the Depths"
"A Moment in History..."
"Angels of the Rebirth"

"Thou Hast Laid Me..."
"The Price - Bereave"

"For That is Thy Life..."
"Yea Though I Walk..."

 
 

The Images



Sam Shore, owner of the New York-based art publishing firm
of Shorewood Publishers, wanted to honor Israel's 20th
anniversary. Inspired by the example of the Chagall
Windows displayed in Jerusalem's Hadassah Hospital, Shore
decided to approach another famous contemporary artist to
create a set of paintings on the theme of the renewal of the
Jewish People.

Once Dali agreed to take on the historic project, Shore
invited David Ben-Gurion, the recently-retired Prime Minister
of Israel, to write the introduction to the portfolio. He also
solicited the support of Israel Bonds to display the originals
at the Huntington Museum in New York City.

Drawing on inspiration from the Bible and contemporary
history, Dali successfully captured the spirit of the rebirth of
the Jewish People in their homeland with remarkable skill
and passion. The 25 works  he created exude a palpable
emotive Zionist energy and inspirational fervor. 

The Background



Sam Shore considered Portfolio #1 the most important set of
the Aliyah edition. Therefore unsurprisingly, his original
vision was to donate it to the recently-founded Israel
Museum in Jerusalem.

This intent was announced via a September 1967 press
release published jointly by Shorewood and the Israel
Museum. The message was repeated in an article  in the
April 1968 issue of the American-Jewish monthly 'Hadassah
Magazine,' in which the Aliyah portfolio was announced:
"Portfolio No. 1 will be presented as a gift to the Israel
Museum in Jerusalem where an exhibit of all the originals is
slated to coincide with the celebration of the 20th
anniversary of Israel’s independence." 

Ultimately, however, Shore gifted the Israel Museum a
different Aliyah set, which is listed today in the Israel
Museum Collection Catalog as having been donated by him.

The Adventure



Given that Aliyah Portfolio #1 did not go to the Israel
Museum, the question is who did Shore gift it to? The
obvious 'next in line' would almost certainly have been
David Ben-Gurion himself.  After all, Ben-Gurion not only
wrote the introduction to the Aliyah portfolio, he was at the
time the most well-known, important and admired Israeli in
the world. 

Sam Shore was a very astute businessman and he knew full
well that having Ben-Gurion associated with the Aliyah
project in as many ways as possible would generate exactly
the type of publicity he needed to enhance the project’s
chances of global success. Moreover, it is common practice
that the first copy of a limited edition art series is gifted to
the author of the introduction; this for reasons of both
gratitude and publicity.

These facts lend rational authority to the theory of original
Ben-Gurion ownership of Portfolio #1, but nonetheless this
provenance chain is only a reasoned assumption.

The Mystery



Curio Auctions represents the current owner, an Israeli art
collector who purchased it from the previous owners, heirs
of a deceased Israeli art collector. One possibility is that the
previous owner purchased the portfolio in 2011, when items
from the Ben-Gurion estate were offered for private sale by
Orit Etzioni, David Ben-Gurion's grandaughter. 

Unfortunately, when news about the sale were made public,
Ms. Etzioni received extensive backlash, with her brother
stating, "This sale is a perversion of our grandfather's
memory... Some of his personal items were willed to our
mother, who then willed them to my sister... One can inherit
objects but one cannot inherit sensitivity." 

To date, the Etzioni family has refused to discuss any detail
of the sale. Nonetheless, despite the lack of hard proof of
provenance, there is a rational basis to the theory that
Portfolio #1 was gifted to David Ben-Gurion by Sam Shore. 

The Provenance



The Aliyah portfolio was published in only a small number of
copies. Seemingly, only approximately 20% of the original
number still exists as complete sets, and of those, no more
than about half are in private hands. 

Over the past 30 years around 30 complete sets have sold at
auction, however the number of sets offered is dropping
over time. In the five years from 2010 - 2014 eleven sets were
sold at auction, in the years 2015 - 2019 the number dropped
to only six, and for 2020 - 2022 only two sets were offered. 

The reason for this trend is that existing sets are being
broken up by dealers to be sold as individual prints.
Complete Aliyah sets are therefore uncommon, and they are
becoming scarcer as time goes by, with prices trending
upwards.

In recent years, Aliyah sets have sold at Sotheby's, Christie's
and offered at private galleries for $35,000 - $50,000+.

The Scarcity
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Our highly specialized team works with non-profits to create
customized online auctions featuring exclusive and unexpected
items which best reflect the purpose, passion, and values of our
partner organizations.

Through enticing, enchanting and exciting online auction events,
we are revolutionizing philanthropic fundraising by inspiring
collectors and donors to connect with non-profits through the
purchase of highly sought after treasures not generally available
to the public.

                                           www.CurioAuctions.com
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Curio Auctions is a boutique auction house curating
mission-based art, artifacts and antiques for non-
profits around the world.



hello@curioauctions.com

@CurioAuctions

CurioAuctions.com

CURIOUS TO 
LEARN MORE?


